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Dear General,
I hope that this edition of  the
newsletter finds you and your
family doing well and enjoying
a somewhat mild fall.  
At the risk of  jinxing us, I

am happy to report one of  the
smoothest first quarters of  a
school year that I can remem-
ber.  The students, staff  and
parents have transitioned from
their summer routines directly
and quickly into the school
schedules.  I am so very proud
of  the accomplishments of  our
students and staff  as I am sure
you will be too as you read
through the next several pages.  
I would like to congratulate

our boys and girls running
Generals as our cross country
teams both qualified and ran at
the state meet.  The boys’ team
placed 3rd with Joey Palumbo
and Luke Brown earning All-
Ohio status while the girls
team placed 13th with Macken-
zie Davis earning All-Ohio sta-
tus in just her first year!
Megan Langwasser and Eliza-
beth Purkey both earned Aca-
demic All-Ohio.  What a
program Coach Bart Smith
and Coach J.D. Walters are
building!  
It is hard to believe that after

35 years of  excellence that we
will be celebrating Coach Paul
Culver Jr. and his recent retire-

ment from football.  You have
undoubtedly read numerous
newspaper articles surrounding
all of  Coach’s accomplishments
and team’s successes, but they
pale in comparison to the posi-
tive influence that he has had
over hundreds of  young men
over the past 3 decades.  Sheri-
dan football is respected
throughout the state as a top
notch program and that is a
great compliment to the life-
time dedication of  Coach Cul-
ver and his staff.  We will sorely
miss Coach Culver and wish
him and his wife a wonderful
retirement filled with time with
their grandchildren.  Thank you
Coach!
You will read about numerous

program offerings for our stu-
dents in the next few articles
and I encourage you and your
child to reach out to our teach-
ers, administrators and staff  if
you would like to learn how to

become part of  a growing
after school community!  
The STARS program not only

offers students an opportunity
to learn new skills but to make
new friends, too!
I look forward to the contin-

ued success of  our students
and the future newsletters that
will keep you informed of  all
the great things they accom-
plish.  I hope that you will take
the time to come visit our
buildings and to enjoy the
many talents on display almost
daily by our students.  You can
also follow me on twitter
@perkinsNLSD for regular up-
dates and announcements.  

Yours in Education,

Thomas Perkins
Superintendent



It’s hard to believe that we are a quar-
ter of  the way through the school
year.  Students at Glenford Elemen-
tary continue to work hard.  The Prin-
cipal List and Honor Roll shows the
effort that our students put forth.
The school year continues to be going
great.  Students and staff  have been
very busy, several events have taken
place.

During the month of  September
Glenford held a Patriot Day luncheon
to honor all of  our local law enforce-
ment, fire fighters and emergency re-
sponse workers.  The students took
time to thank and show appreciation
for their mothers by inviting them to
Muffins with Moms.  Over 130
moms, grandmas and special women
showed up to enjoy breakfast with
their child. Several students attended
the first skating party of  the school
year at the Roll-A-Way skating rink in
Newark.  All kindergarten and first
grade parents were invited to attend a
“Reading Night”.  Several parents at-
tended this meeting and gained valu-
able ideas on how to help their child
become a better reader.  Students en-
joyed our annual health walk.

October went by quickly, as it was a
busy month.  All of  the students at
Glenford Elementary visited the
Hopewell Twp Fire Department.  The
firefighters and EMS volunteers
talked with students about fire safety.
The Glenford community is so fortu-
nate to have such a fabulous fire de-
partment.    Thank you firefighters for
all you do. The book fair “Family
Night” was held on Thursday, Octo-

ber 22nd, the same night as parent
teacher conferences. There were free
games for students to play and prizes
included free items from the book
fair.  Our students once again partici-
pated in the Pint Size Heroes pro-
gram.  This program is a community
service project developed by the
American Red Cross to introduce
children to the importance of  donat-
ing blood.  It encourages students to
invite parents, guardians and other
adults to give blood on their behalf.
The first nine weeks celebration lunch
was held. Any student earning all A’s,
B’s and C’s and/or E’s and S’s, missing
three or less days of  school and hav-
ing no behavior/discipline reports re-
ceived an invitation to this lunch.
Students ate a special lunch together
and there were drawings for
some really cool prizes. Some
prizes included an iPod, bicycles,
gift cards, and Northern Local
sports passes. Over half  of  the
student body was invited.  To
end the month of  October stu-
dents celebrated by having Fall
Parties.

There are several upcoming
events at our school.  Veterans
Day celebrates the bravery and
sacrifice of  all U.S. Veterans.

Glenford Elementary is
proud of  all of  our local
Veterans. Our annual
Veterans Day lunch was
held on November 6th.
On November 12th we
will have our annual
winter clothing give
away.  Thank you to
everyone who helps sup-
port this project.  The
Thanksgiving lunch is
on November 19. This is

a very special day for us as
it is the only time during

the school year the students sit down
and eat lunch together as an entire
school.  This is a long standing tradi-
tion that many of  the students really
look forward to.  

We would like to offer a huge
THANK YOU to all of  the organiza-
tions and individuals who have made
donations to our school.  The staff
and students are very appreciative of
your generosity.  It takes an entire
community to create great students
and Glenford Elementary is full of
great students.  Thanks again to all of
the parents, grandparents, guardians,
volunteers, staff  members and com-
munity members for helping ensure
the excellence our school is known
for. 
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We have really enjoyed the first
quarter of  the 2015-2016 school
year at Somerset Elementary. All
of  our new students and staff
have adjusted to our daily rou-
tines so well that it seems like
they’ve been here all along. Our
annual fall Literacy Night
proved to be a huge
success this year with
more families attend-
ing than ever before.
The PTA and teach-
ers worked very hard
not only to decorate
the building and to
provide excellent
prizes but also to de-
liver an evening full
of  engaging literacy
activities.  We’re
looking forward to
Science Night later
this winter, and an-
other opportunity to
inspire students out-
side of  the regular
school day. Another
highlight from this
fall was the surprise
visit from the Windy
City Players as they
performed “The
Emperor’s New
Clothes” for all of

our students. While we tend to
think that our students do an
outstanding job showing others
how well they are behaved it’s
always nice to hear it from our
guests. The actors made a point
to share with us numerous times
that our students made a great
audience. 
As we move into the second
quarter, I would like to congrat-
ulate all of  our students on their
hard work during the first quar-
ter and encourage them to keep
it up. We have recognized their
efforts by adding the names of

all A’s, honor roll, and perfect
attendance to the main floor in-
formation screen. We have sev-
eral events scheduled for the
second quarter and hope you
will join us.  Our Veterans Day
assembly is on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 10;  2nd and 3rd grade
Christmas Concert Dec. 8; and
we will be finishing out 2015
with Donuts with Dad on Fri-
day, December 18. We hope to
see you at one of  our building
events soon and greatly appreci-
ate all of  your help and support
in educating our students.
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We are off  to a great start here at
Thornville Elementary.  It is hard to be-
lieve that the first grading period has al-
ready come and gone, but there are plenty
of  exciting things for us to share.  The
year began with our very own Mrs. Ally
Blevins receiving the Muskingum Valley
ESC Exemplary Educator Award for our
district.  We are very proud and honored
to have Mrs. Blevins working with our
kindergartners every day!  She is one part
of  our great staff  that works extremely
hard to provide the quality education that
we all expect here at Northern Local. 

It is awesome to be part of  such an
amazing community.  Our local Masonic
Lodge and churches have donated school
supplies, food and other materials for our
students throughout the first part of  the
school year.  On September 11th some of
our local AmVets came and talked with
our fifth graders about the importance of
the American Flag and how to care for it.
At the beginning of  every day, we have
three of  our fifth graders put the flag up
and lead the entire school in the pledge of
allegiance.  Before going home those stu-
dents take the flag down and fold it prop-
erly for the next day.  Also, on September
11th we had a thank you breakfast for our
local first responders.  Our students un-

derstand the important work
these men and women do for
our community.  The cards,
letters and donuts were just a
simple way to say thank you!
The Thorn Twp firefighters
were also very helpful in teach-
ing our students about fire
safety during Fire Prevention
Week.  All our students were
able to visit the firehouse and
participate in various activities
that helped them see what it is
like to be a firefighter. 

In the classroom, our stu-
dents are working hard and
have been very busy learning.
Our fourth graders have com-
pleted their writing projects
about their pets.  It has been
fun learning all about the different ani-
mals our students care for and love. The
fifth graders have completed their first
book study. First graders are really starting
to take off  with their reading and the
kindergarteners have settled in and are
starting to take off, as well.  Every student
in every grade has done a great job this
first nine weeks and it is exciting to see
how much they are all growing.  

As our students and staff  continue their
hard work in the classroom, we also have
some exciting events coming up over the
next few weeks.  Ron Derry and the
GOOD Program will be visiting us this
month with a motivational assembly and
classroom sessions.  We are very thankful
that the Thornville Lions Club continues

to sponsor this program and
bring them back every year.
We will also be welcoming the
Columbus Children’s Theatre
this year thanks to the PTO.
This year the Columbus Chil-
dren’s Theatre will be per-
forming “Rumpelstiltskin”.
They always do a wonderful
job and the kids really enjoy
their performances.  At the
end of  October we will be
having our traditional cos-
tume parade.  

On November 17th, we will
have our annual senior citizen
Thanksgiving meal.  This is a
great time for our older 

students to help give back and serve
members of  our community.  We enjoy
hosting, serving, and singing to our spe-
cial guests.  Our staff  feels it is important
to not only teach our students academi-
cally but teach them about the importance
of  caring for others.  That is why we con-
tinue to support our local food pantry
with food drives and cancer awareness
with days like wear “Gray for Karter.”  It
is an honor to serve in a community that
places such a high value on the education
of  their children and upholds the core
values that are found in the members of
the entire Northern Local family. 

Thornville 
Elementary School

News
Clint Rhodes, Principal
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Reid Packer, Reece Hale and Elijah Jones show off  the 5th grade quilt for
our First Responders Breakfast. Thank you First Responders!!!

Our Second Graders enjoying a special treat! 

Spirit Week: Jack Nichols, Mrs. Johns and Trent Roark are supporting
the Bengals on "Favorite Team Day!!
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Sheridan Middle School is proud to be well on our
way into another great year as the 2015-2016 school
year is already into the second grading period.  Our
first nine weeks went by so quickly.  We kicked off
the year with a very successful Health Walk.  The stu-
dents raised nearly $3,500 with the support of  our
parents, PTO volunteers, staff  and vendors.We re-
cently celebrated the academic accomplishments of
287 students performing at a very high level:  63 stu-
dents received Principal’s Excellence (4.0 GPA), 128
students received Principal’s Achievement (3.5 GPA)
and 96 received Principal’s Honors (3.0 GPA).
Those students received locker decals, designed and
produced by Mrs. Clow and Mrs. King.  Additionally,
those students will have their photo in the Perry
County Tribune.  Congratulations to those students,
families and staff, we appreciate all you do!The fall
of  2015 produced some very exciting moments for
the athletes of  Sheridan Middle School.  The cross
country teams both finished second in the MVL and
produced three runners that took honors at the state
meet.  Levi Sweazy and William Wilke placed in the
top 15 and Payge Nihiser was a State Champion.
The 8th grade volleyball team finished second in the
MVL and the 7th grade volleyball went 19-0 to cap-
ture the MVL Championship.  The 7th grade football
team went undefeated to secure another MVL
Championship.  A special thank you to our MS
cheerleaders for their support of  the athletic pro-
grams and their performance during the fall pep rally.
Congratulations to all Sheridan athletes, families and
coaches, you make us very proud! It truly is “Good
to be a General”!

Another proud tradition at Sheridan Middle School
is the student council.  Once again the Sheridan Stu-
dent Council has organized the 7th vs. 8th grades 

powder-puff  football classic.  The group, under the
leadership of  Sargent of  Arms Landon Gibson, Sec-
retary Cate Conrad, Vice President Tyler Talbot,
President Jade Lundy and Advisor Mrs. Langanke
also assisted Mrs. Wharton and Mrs. Forgrave with
raising money for the American Cancer Society.
Middle School students were able to purchase items
of  recognition and make donations throughout the
week and proudly displayed their show of  support by
wearing pink on Friday, October 23rd.  We are proud
to be able to give back to our communities!Another
display of  compassion to and from our students is
visible in the MS office’s Generals Closet.  Students
are receiving items as needed every day.  We are cur-
rently in need of  sweatpants, socks and boy’s shoes.
Please keep us in mind if  you have any gently used
items or would like to purchase any new items.Our
guidance department is working tirelessly to meet the
needs of  our student body.  Recently, Mrs. Fox has
been in the sixth grade classrooms working on career
exploration through “Exploring the World of  Work”
packets (EWOW).  The students explored various ca-
reers via chrome books and were able to learn about 

education requirements, course work and salary
about their career path.  As a culmination event, they
had a dress up career day (EWOW’ o ween), which
was a day for students to dress like they would in
their future career.  Additionally, Mrs. Fox has organ-
ized a Success Stories Series for our students.  She
has scheduled 12 speakers (4 per grade level) to
speak to our students about their professional career
path.  This is part of  our College and Career Readi-
ness Program.  The series will provide exposure to
twelve different jobs and what a typical day looks like
in those careers.  Thus far, we have had two speakers
and it has been a huge success as students were very
attentive and the questions/answers sessions demon-
strated tremendous participation.    Sheridan Middle
School’s 7th graders and teachers, under the leader-
ship of  Mrs. Porter and Mrs. Van Balen participated
in a Perry County Soil and Water field trip to
Jonathon Creek.  Our students spent the day collect-
ing field samples, identifying macro invertebrates and
analyzing water samples.  A special thank you to
Penny Cox and the Perry County Water and Soil Dis-
trict from your friends at Sheridan Middle School.
The Sheridan Junior National Honor Society contin-
ues to be difference makers for our school and the
Northern Local School District.  We recently in-
ducted 52 members into the 2015-2016 NJHS.  The
Sheridan National Junior Honor Society is working
with their classmates to make Sheridan Middle
School a place where students want to be! Sheridan
Middle School is participating in the Battle of  the
Books Competition that will be held next April at
Crossroads in Lancaster.  Twenty-four sixth, seventh
and eighth grade students will work on reading 16
books and studying what they contain.  Students will
practice together to form two or three teams that will
compete against other area schools in this book chal-
lenge.  Students will meet every other week during
study center to get books, practice questions and an-
swers.  Mrs. Banfield, our library media specialist, is
acting as advisor for this new activity.  Parent volun-
teers are encouraged to help in this effort, please
contact the school for more information.
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This fall has been an incredibly positive
start to the school year.  There is much
happening daily at Sheridan High School
with a multitude of  activities.  Keeping
clear lines of  communication is important
to us.  There are a number of  ways we
can stay connected.  Every school year
students are required to complete an up-
dated emergency medical form and sub-
mit it to the office.   This document is
useful for updating address changes and
contact information.  If  you have not
done so, please make sure to complete the
document.  Additionally, we are attempt-
ing to update our email distribution list.
We encourage your active participation
and communication to ensure your child’s
success.  Other means of  communication
include email and Twitter (@Sheridan
General).  We always encourage you to
check the high school web page for daily
announcements.  They are always posted
with a link to a video playback.
High School Schedule Change The
high school has adjusted the daily class
schedule.  To get our students and teach-
ers an opportunity to collaborate and re-
duce interruptions to instructional time,
we have implemented an every-day advi-
sory period.  Previous to this school year,
students met with their Advisory teacher
by grade on Thursdays only.  There are
16-18 students grouped together by grade

and  they stay with the same teacher for
the duration of  their high school career.
The advisory teacher provides guidance.
The advisory period meets daily from
10:40 until 11:05.  Mondays and Fridays
are designated for club or activity meet-
ings as scheduled.  The remaining stu-
dents are encouraged to read for leisure.
Tuesdays and Wednesdays are designated
as academic assist days.  Students are per-
mitted to go to the teacher of  their
choosing for intervention and additional
instruction if  necessary.  Many of  our
teachers have implemented test retake and
tutor opportunities for students.  Students
are encouraged to take advantage of  this
opportunity during advisory.  Thursdays
are structured around college and career
development activities.  Our advisory pro-
gram aligns with ODE’s new requirement
for districts to implement an individual
success plan focusing on career develop-
ment. 
National Honor Society The Sheridan
Chapter of  the National Honor Society
will be inducting 35 members for the
2015-2016 school year.  This is an excel-
lent group of  young men and women
who exemplify the four cardinal principles
of  the organization: Scholarship, Leader-
ship, Character, and Service.  There will
be a formal induction ceremony on Tues-
day, November 17th at 6:30 p.m. in the
high school commons (by invitation only).
Once the new members are inducted, the
Sheridan Chapter of  the National Honor
Society will have a total of  65 members.
Congratulations to all of  these deserving
students!
Sheridan Renaissance Program Fall

of  2015   The Sheridan High School Ren-

aissance Program, which recognizes aca-
demic excellence, along with outstanding
attendance and behavior, had their lunch-
eon on Wednesday, October 2nd.  The
cafeteria staff, along with Liz Arnold, pro-
vided a fantastic meal for the students
that qualified for the Renaissance pro-
gram.  To qualify for the Renaissance pro-
gram, a student must have a minimum of
a 3.0-grade point average, no more than
four absences and no more than three
tardies from the previous semester of
school.  For the fall Renaissance of  2015,
there was a total of  192 students who
qualified, 30 of  which who earned the
Renaissance Gold achievement, which is
the highest level a student may obtain.
These 30 had a 4.0-grade point average,
no more than two absences, and no more
than one tardy.  Congratulations to all
those who qualified, and we look forward
to the Spring Renaissance!
STARS (After-School Program) The
S.T.A.R.S. Program is off  to a wonderful
start with homework help and many dif-
ferent clubs. Students have been frequent-
ing the library after school each day to get
individualized help on assignments and
ACT prep. Club goers have been enjoying
many choices such as The Hungry Games
cooking club, Crossfit, Vex Robotics,
Geek Club, Gamer&#039;s Guild, Pinter-
est, S.A.M.S. Club (Sheridan Association
of  Mathematical Science), Big
Brother/Big Sister, and Make Me Fast.
The Hungry Games club took the first
field trip of  the year earlier this month to
Central Ohio Technical College to visit
the culinary arts department. While there,
the students participated in two hours of
hands-on instruction about how to make
delicious fall desserts. They also had the 

(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from Page 5)
There is an excitement growing in the MS for
band as evidenced by 108 students participat-
ing in band.  Our band and choir talents will
be on display Wednesday, December 9th in the
MS gymnasium at 7:00 pm. during our holiday
concert.  Plan on attending and enjoying the
musical talents of  our middle school students.

One of  the most exciting events of  the
school year for Sheridan Middle School will
be our recognition assembly for our veter-
ans.  We will celebrate Veterans Day, 
November 10th, by inviting all community
veterans to our afternoon assembly organ-
ized by Mr. Smith, Mrs. Hines, Mr. Forgrave
and Mr. Baker, the Sheridan Middle School
staff  and students.  Mrs. Langanke’s art stu-
dents are busy working on their large scale
sculpture relief  projects to contribute to the
assembly.  The Veterans Day assembly will
also include student speeches, music pro-
vided by our band and Presentation of  
Colors by local Boy Scouts.  It truly is
“Good to be a General”! Middle School Health Walk



(Continued from page 6)
opportunity to speak with the director of
the program and the head pastry chef.
Any questions about the high school
S.T.A.R.S. Program can be directed to Ali-
cia Clouse or Hannah Pressdee.
Library During the 2014/2015 school
year, students visited the library more
than 9,000 times.  537 classes used the li-
brary for a variety of  projects, and more
than 2900 books were checked out. We
are very pleased with the continued trans-
formation of  our library.  Our library has
an extensive selection of  digital fiction
books available to read on personal de-
vices via the Overdrive app.  We also have
two new features to highlight in the li-
brary this school year.  The library houses
a Writing Center to help with all phases
of  the writing process.  English staff  and
student tutors are available during lunch
periods Monday thru Thursday.  Secondly,
we have opened up our “college lounge”
area. This area is designed for quiet study
and as a shared collaboration learning
space. This inviting area is very popular
with many of  our students.
Guidance Department Sophomore
students will be taking a field trip to Mid-
East Career Center in Zanesville on No-
vember 18th for those interested in
learning more about the programs offered
there.  Students have already met with a
Mid-East Career Center Representative to
help determine which programs they
would like to see on the visit.   We have
had 2-3 college representatives a week vis-
iting our high school for the last couple
of  months.  Juniors and seniors have been
able to speak with the college representa-
tives during their advisory period.  Up-
dates are posted on the high school
calendar, guidance calendar, and the guid-
ance web page.   There is soon be an
ASVAB test for any interested junior or
senior.  The ASVAB is a test that is re-
quired for any student interested in going
into a branch of  the military.  However, it
has a large career component and would
be a great career exploration opportunity.
The sign-up sheet is available in the HS
back office.   The Accuplacer test is
scheduled on November 17th for any sen-

ior planning to go to Zane State next year,
as well as any student taking dual enroll-
ment courses next semester.  Any student
that is planning to take a dual enrollment
course next semester that has neither not
taken the Accuplacer or needs to improve
his/her score to receive college credit for
the dual enrollment course needs to sign
up in the back office to take the test.
There will be a Financial Aid Night on
December 10th at 7:00 pm in room 224
for college bound seniors and their par-
ents.  We will cover the various types of
financial aid, as well as how to apply for
the FAFSA.  Even if  students and parents
attended the meeting last year, this is a
great time to get updates on things that
have changed with the federal govern-
ment concerning FAFSA requirements.
Seniors interested in scholarship opportu-
nities should check the scholarship wall in
the back office, as well as the guidance
web page. 
Quiz Team The Sheridan Quiz Team
defeated Bishop Ready in the opening
round of  In the Know by a score of  475-

330. The Generals’ balanced scoring was
led by Jaret Frame, with significant contri-
butions by Joel Chennells, Hunter Hess,
and Chris Hug. The team moves on to the
round of  32 and will play either Wester-
ville North or Westland the Monday be-
fore Thanksgiving. The Quiz Team will
soon be participating in this year’s edition
of  10TV’s Brain Game and in the Golden
Shamrock Tournament, hosted by Fisher
Catholic High School.
Yearbooks There are a few yearbooks
left from last year available for $60. Also,
the 2015-2016 yearbook is being pre-sold
for $50 now. Century Resources came in
to talk to students who are interested in a
fundraising opportunity that would allow
the student to get their yearbook for free.
This event allows students to sell items to
earn their yearbook at no cost to them.
Contact Mrs. Yzenski for details or ques-
tions.
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High School students participate in the STARS after school cooking club.
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SUBSTITUTESNEEDED!
WE ARE IN NEED OF THE FOLLOWING
SUBSTITUTE POSITIONS: BUS DRIVERS, 

CLASSROOM AIDES, COOKS, TEACHERS.  IF
YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OUR

OUTSTANDING STAFF WORKING TO IMPROVE
OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS, PLEASE

CONTACT US AT 740-743-1303 OR STOP IN
THE DISTRICT OFFICE AND INTRODUCE

YOURSELF.  MANY OF OUR SUBSTITUTES GO
ON TO FULL TIME POSITIONS!


